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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, NA 

SUBJECT: REPORTED RICE RESTRICTIONS 


EF: PORT OF SPAIN 0954 

GNA HAS DENIED ANY PLANS TO RESTRICT RICE IMPORTS. 

MINISTER OF ECONOMY KROON BELIEVES RUMOR MAY STEM FROM 
SUGGESTION MADE BY ONE GROUP INVOLVED IN PLANS FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTRAL BUYING AGENCY WHICH SUGGESTED 
RESTRICTION ON RICE IMPORTS AS METHOD OF CONTROLLING 
PRICES. OTHER GROUPS IN PTENNING HAVE OPPOSED THIS 
MEASURE. MINISTER KROON TOLD CONGEN OFFICER THAT 
ALTERNATIVE PLANS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTRAL BUYING 
AGENCY HAD BEEN SUBMITTED TO HIM BUT HE HAD NOT YET APPROVED 
ANY SPECIFIC ACTIONS. HE DOES NOT BELIEVE INFLATION CAN 
BE CONTROLLED BY LIMITING RICE IMPORTS AND IS NOW CONSIDERING 
OTHER METHODS. 
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